
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MILWAUKEE COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION, BRANCH 36

GRANT E. STORMS,

Plaintiff,
Case No. 04 CV 002205

v. Case Code: 30106

ACTION WISCONSIN, INC.

and

CHRISTOPHER OTT,

Defendants.

ANSWER WITH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

Defendants Action Wisconsin, Inc. and Christopher Ott (hereinafter collectively
referred to as “Defendants”), by Cullen Weston Pines & Bach LLP, their attorneys, as an
Answer to the Plaintiff’s  Complaint admit, deny and allege as follows:

1. Defendants admit the allegations contained in paragraph 1, upon information
and belief.

2. Answering paragraph 2 of the Complaint, Defendants admit that Action
Wisconsin, Inc. is a corporation incorporated under the laws of the state of
Wisconsin, and affirmatively allege that Action Wisconsin’s principal and only
address is at 122 State Street, Suite 309, Madison, Wisconsin, 53703.  Defendants
Action Wisconsin, Inc. and Christopher Ott deny the balance of the allegations
contained in paragraph 2.

3. Answering paragraph 3 of the Complaint, Defendants admit that Christopher
Ott is an adult and admit upon information and belief that the Plaintiff does not
know Mr. Ott’s current address.  Defendants affirmatively state that Christopher
Ott is and at all relevant times has been the Executive Director of Action
Wisconsin, Inc.  Defendants also affirmatively state that Christopher Ott’s
current business address is 122 State Street, Suite 309, Madison, Wisconsin,
53703. 
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4. Answering paragraph 4 of the Complaint, Defendants admit the allegations
contained therein.

5. Answering paragraph 5 of the Complaint, Defendants deny the allegations
contained therein.

6. Paragraph 6 is in the form of a legal argument and conclusion to which
Defendants are not required to respond.  To the extent this paragraph can be
construed as an allegation of fact, Defendants admit that the statements quoted
are contained in the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1, and deny
the balance of the factual allegations contained therein.

7. Answering paragraph 7, Defendants admit that in the portion of the document
referred to and attached to Exhibit 1 of the Complaint, Action Wisconsin, Inc.
attributed the following statements to having been made by the Plaintiff during a
speech at a conference entitled “International Conference on Homo-Fascism:”

 
A. “They want to kill you.”

B. “They have contempt for the things of God . . . . They are a scornful
people.”

C. “It’s us or them.  There is no in between.  There is no having this peaceful
co-existence.  They have to eliminate us and the word of God if they want
to succeed.  It’s almost like capitalism and communism – it is going to be
one or the other.  You can’t have both . . . . Either they’re right, or we’re
right.  Either we’re going to succeed, or they’re going to succeed.  Either
it’s going to be a homosexual, anti-God nation, or its going to be a nation
that stands for God and says that thing is sin.  Can’t be both, won’t be
both.  Something is going to happen.  Either they’ll crush us and . . .
silence us and kill the ones that won’t be silent or imprison the ones that
won’t be silent.  Or the church of the Lord Jesus Christ will rise up and say
this is a Christian nation: this is the way it will remain.  Go back in the
closet.”

D. “There is a philistine army out there.  It’s called the homosexual
movement, whether you can see it or not, understand it or not, they want
to eliminate us.”

E. “For 20 years we have been begging bad legislators and bad judges to try
to do the good thing.  Enough is enough my good friends: let’s start taking
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it to the streets.”

F. “God has delivered them into our hands.  Hallelujah – Boom, boom,
boom, boom, boom – There’s twenty!  Ca-ching, glory, glory to God, let’s
go drive through the McDonalds and come back and get the rest.”  

Defendants deny the balance of the allegations contained in paragraph 7.

8. Paragraph 8 is in the form of a legal argument and conclusion to which
Defendants are not required to respond.  To the extent this paragraph can be
construed as an allegation of fact, Defendants admit that Action Wisconsin, Inc.
posted the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1 on the internet. 
Defendants deny the remainder of factual allegations contained in paragraph 8.

9. Defendants deny the allegations set forth in paragraph 9.

10. Defendants deny the allegations set forth in paragraph 10.

11. Answering paragraph 11 of the Complaint, Defendants admit that the press
release attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1 was made available to
representatives of the Milwaukee newspaper, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel,
via the internet.  Defendants deny the balance of the factual allegations contained
in this paragraph as they are too vague to formulate a concrete response to.

12. Answering paragraph 12 of the Complaint, Defendants have insufficient
information from which to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the
allegations contained therein and therefore deny same.

13. Answering paragraph 13 of the Complaint, Defendants have insufficient
information from which to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the
allegations contained therein and therefore deny same.

14. Answering paragraph 14 of the Complaint, Defendants admit that the
documents marked as Exhibit 3 and Exhibit 4 are attached to the Complaint, and
that said documents were received by Action Wisconsin, Inc. in mid-January
2004. Defendants deny the remainder of factual allegations contained in
paragraph 14.

15. Answering paragraph 15 of the Complaint, Defendants admit that the
documents marked as Exhibit 5 and Exhibit 6 are attached to the Complaint, and
that said documents were received by Action Wisconsin, Inc. in mid-February
2004. Defendants deny the remainder of factual allegations contained in
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paragraph 15. 

16. Answering paragraph 16 of the Complaint, Defendants deny that they made any
defamatory statements.  Defendants admit that they have not retracted any of the
statements made by them in the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit
1, and that the press release continues to be accessible on Action Wisconsin, Inc.’s
website.  Defendants deny the balance of paragraph 16.

17. Defendants deny the allegations contained in paragraph 17.

18. Defendants deny the allegations contained in paragraph 18.

19. Defendants deny the allegations contained in paragraph 19.

20. Defendants deny the allegations contained in paragraph 20.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

21. For a first affirmative defense, Defendants allege that the statements made by
them in the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1 and complained of
by Plaintiff were substantially true.

22. For a second affirmative defense, Defendants allege that the statements made by
them in the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1 and complained of
by Plaintiff are expressions of opinion.

23. For a third affirmative defense, Defendants allege that the statements made by
them in the document attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1 and complained of
by Plaintiff are privileged.

24. For a fourth affirmative defense, Defendants allege that the Complaint fails to
state a claim upon which relief may be granted.

25. For a fifth affirmative defense, Defendants allege that the statements of both
Plaintiff and Defendants were made amid a public controversy, and Plaintiff is a
public figure.

26. For a sixth affirmative defense, Defendants allege that Plaintiff’s action is
frivolous, in violation of Wis. Stat. §814.025, and Defendants are entitled to
recover their attorney fees and costs associated with this lawsuit.
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WHEREFORE, Action Wisconsin, Inc. and Christopher Ott demand judgment
dismissing with prejudice plaintiff’s complaint, together with the fees, costs and
disbursements of this action, and for such other relief as may be just and equitable.
  

Dated this _____ day of April, 2004.

CULLEN WESTON PINES & BACH LLP

________________________________________________
Lester A. Pines, SBN 1016543
Tamara B. Packard, SBN 01023111
Attorneys for Defendants Action Wisconsin, Inc. and
Christopher Ott

Mailing Address

122 West Washington Avenue
Suite 900
Madison, Wisconsin 53703
(608) 251-0101 (telephone)
(608) 251-2883 (facsimile)
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